Introduction to Philosophy
    E. A. Sedgwick, MA (for emergency / voice mail: 310-615-4034)

Text: (Required) Philosophy: The Power of Ideas; Brief 2nd. Edition; Brook Noel Moore and Kenneth Bruder

Reader: (Required) A Guided Tour of Five Works by Plato (any edition) by Christopher Biffle.  

Recommended:  A dictionary of philosophy.  Here is a link to one of many: http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/
Attendance:  Required by state law and will be evaluated to determine your grade.  

Participation:  This will be noted and will affect your grade.  You will have a lot of reading for this class each week.  You will also have group work and other homework assignments, including writing assignments and questions.  You can estimate 3 hours of homework for every hour spent in class for the average student

Extra Credit: Stay up with class.  Any extra credit opportunities will be at my discretion.

Academic Honesty: Academic honesty is mandatory.  Cheating in any form will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism will be dealt with severely.  If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing, the minimum penalty will be a ZERO on the test or assignment without the ability to make this up.  Note: a ZERO is 59 percentage points worse than the highest possible “F.”  This means it is WORSE than getting an “F” in all cases.  Please check the school website or schedule for policy on Academic Honesty.  If you have questions about it, ask before committing academic dishonesty!
Office hours:  Are after class.  Please let me know ahead of time that you will be staying after.

Class Web Site: Check here for updates, notes, announcements, etc. www.hygeiasbowl.com/philosophy/intro/index.htm     You should check this site often, but at least once a week.  Updates usually occur on Sundays!

Class Structure: The class will be a composite of lecture, discussion, group work, and project work.  Please come to class prepared for the material to be discussed.  You must learn new vocabulary and concepts in this class, you should try to keep a list of new words that surface in readings or lectures and use the list.  We will be doing a survey of the history of philosophy starting with the Ancient Greeks.  We plan to move forward through Modern Philosophy by the end of the semester.

You must be present in class to receive credit for group work.  There can be no make up for group work.  You must be prepared for group work to be a team player.  In instances of documented emergencies, individuals may be allowed to make up a group assignment, but the assignment could be somewhat different to make up for not being present.

Weekly homework assignments will be suggested.  I expect you to maintain mature study habits.  If you do not do the homework it will show on your exams!  If a homework assignment is to be done for points, I will let you know.

Demonstrations of achievement: I reserve the right to give unannounced quizzes at my discretion.   You will have at least 3 tests inclusive of the final.  I reserve the right to add another exam at my discretion.   The final will be cumulative and mandatory.  You cannot pass this class without taking the final.  

Project: you will be responsible for a project that is a report on either a visit to an outside site like a museum, a review of a film relating to Philosophy, or a book report.  Project ideas will be discussed at first class meeting.  20 points will be possible on the project, but for projects done well, you could receive up to 10 extra credit points.

Grading:  I do not grade on a curve: 90% -= A; 80% = B; 70% = C; 60% = D; below that is an F

Take-home exams will be worth 100 points; Final = 150; project = 20; Group assignments vary, but expect at least 50 points for group assignments; group work in class will range from 5-10 points a session: Estimated total points for semester = between 450 and 500 points, depending on any additional quizzes or assignments at my discretion.

Please monitor you own status with administration.  If you decide not to take this class or to quit, please be sure to drop the class officially.  If your name appears on the roster at the end of the semester because you have not done so, I will be forced to give you an “F.”


Assignment # 1 (1st 1-2 weeks of class and prioritized in order! )  I may make additions during that time.
READ: "Reader": A Guided Tour of Plato 1st - Apology;  2nd – Euthyphro; 3rd – Crito; (The questions and exercises will help you understand - do them if you have the book; otherwise, see the questions you can download from the website.)
READ: You should print out items listed under “Introduction through Socrates” on the website and begin reading them!  

Visit PBS Web: www.pbs.org/empires/thegreeks (This goes with the film and will help with Greek names.)   

READ: “Text" - Philosophy: The Power of Ideas - Chapter 1; Chapter 2 through page 36; Chapter 6 through page 115; 

STUDY:  all class notes and web notes / handouts.   
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