I. Augustine:  (354-430 CE)  Thought that Plotinus and Plato had prepared him for Christianity.  We will see much of both these philosophers in Augustine.

A. Augustine was originally skeptical about the belief in a transcendent god - transcending the material realm.  He thought with the skeptics, that nothing could be know - or at least was not sure if we could know anything.

1. Plato and Plotinus brought him to understand a way in which he could accept belief in a distinct immaterial reality was not superstition. 

2. At the same time, Augustine’s philosophy brought a philosophical justification to Christian belief, and until the late 1800’s his philosophy was the basis of Catholic theology.

3. For Augustine there were 2 realms: 

a) The intelligible realm: the dwelling place of truth

b) The sensible realm:  which we perceive through the senses.

(1) Because we are able to grasp eternal truths, there must be something that is infinite and eternal apart from the world of sensible things.

(2) This is an essence that is the source or ground of all reality and truth:  God

4. Contrary to what we saw in the philosophers studied so far, Augustine thought God created the world out of nothingness - Ex nihilo.

a) This is different from the Greek model and is taken from the Old Testament.

b) But what would prompt God to create us now rather than later?  This leads to an investigation of Time.

(1) For Augustine, the past and the future only exist in the human mind.  They are subjective phenomena.

(a) The present of the past things is memory.

(b) The future of the things to come is expectation.

(c) Before God created us there was no time.  Hence, God did not exist in time.  Time began with the creation.  

(2) Of course Augustine also accepted the idea that Jesus was God made flesh and this gave God a human aspect, a personal god, that was unthinkable for neo-Platonists.  (This would have tainted the immaterial realm for them.)

B. Augustinian Ethics:  So Augustine, metaphysically, and based on Plato and Plotinus was able to comprehend a transcendent realm, beyond spatio-temporal universe that is the source of all that is real and good.  Thus he also was able to see a solution to the problem of evil.

1. How could evil have arisen in a world created by a perfectly good God?

a) He could not accept that there was an equal and opposite force of evil because that would limit God - there was only one creator.

b) If the form of the Good is the source of all reality, then the real is good.  Evil must not be real.
(1) If evil is not something real, it cannot be created by God.

(2) Thus evils such as illness, famine, drought etc. were not real, they were absences - not created by God.

c) What about moral evil: the evil that humans do?  For this he is also indebted to Plato.

(1) Plato thought that no person would intentionally or knowingly do wrong, but that evil actions were a result of ignorance of the Good.

(2) For Plato this ignorance was due to a misdirected education, but Augustine turned this part into a kind of misdirected love instead.

d) Natural law governed all morality, and human behavior was to conform to this natural law.

(1) For Augustine, this is the natural law of God written in the heart of man (humans) which is apprehended in our conscience.

(2) The eternal law is the reason and will of God.

(3) God is the ultimate source of all that is good, so we must love God as intrinsically good.

(a) We could also love things, but not as if they were intrinsically good.

(b) This is disordered love and a turning away from God.

(c) Evil arises when we turn away from God:  we become the creators of moral evil, not God, and we do this through our free choice.

