EUTHYPHRO:  Discussion questions and worksheet.  This is to provide discussion topics for your groups.  You are responsible for recording your own answers.  What is not discussed in class you should attempt on your own as homework.  You will turn this in attached to your next essay.

1. What scene begins the dialogue and who is Euthyphro? How does Euthyphro try to identify himself with Socrates in wisdom?

2. What has Euthyphro come to do?  Why is he indicting his father and why does this seem surprising?

3. Why does Socrates feign that he wants to become Euthyphro’s student.  Is this sarcastic?

4. What is Euthyphro’s first definition of holiness or piety and why does Socrates not accept it?

5. What is Euthyphro’s second proposal?  What does Socrates do to this definition of piety?  Outline Socrates’ argument here.

6. Socrates objects to Euthyphro’s claim that all gods agree that what his father did was wrong, but gives him the point.  What is Socrates’ next question?  Discuss the argument that follows.

7. Has Euthyphro yet made the nature of holiness known?  Why?

8. Socrates says Euthyphro’s words go in circles and run away with themselves; Euthyphro claims that Socrates is the one making his words do this.  What do you think?  Do you think this might be an example of why people are upset with Socrates?  

9. It would seem, given the claims in the Apology, that Socrates thinks this is an example of some kind of service he is providing to the city.  What do you think?  Note the quote from the Apology:  “Socrates is an evildoer and a curious person, who searches into things under the earth and in heaven, and he makes the worse appear the better cause; and he teaches the aforesaid doctrines to others.”

10. Socrates wants to know if the just is part of the holy or vice versa, or if the holy is part of something else instead.  Discuss this.

11. Does Socrates chide Euthyphro successfully for his laziness due to his supposed wealth of wisdom and because of his young age?  Do you suppose this is a bit of sarcasm that relates to Meletus, the young man bringing the charges, and his supposed wisdom and age, since Meletus seems to know who and what corrupts the youth?  (Also, remember that Socrates made a point to say that if he could be made Euthyphro’s student he might be able to avoid the lawsuit ahead of time, because he would be a student and so Euthyphro would be the instigator / teacher instead as well as a corrupter of the old, if impious.)

12. What is the issue about fear and reverence.  He disagrees with a poet about Zeus.  Does this signify piety or impiety on the part of Socrates?  Does it signify both in different senses?  Explain.  How is this question a template for his prior question about Justice and holiness?  

13. How does Socrates make Euthyphro’s answer that holiness is the part of justice that concerns ministering to the gods seem impious?  

14. How does Socrates finally corner Euthyphro?  What does Euthyphro do?  Do you suppose that Socrates may have made an enemy out of someone who at first identified with him or who first thought himself to be Socrates’ friend?  Did Socrates add wood to his own funeral pyre, so to speak?  Does he seem to have a habit of doing this?  According to Socrates, why would it be wrong, unjust, or impious to stop what he is doing?
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