1. Crito is trying to convince Socrates to escape.  In doing this he claims that many people will think Crito and Socrates’ friends are cowardly for not helping because Socrates refuses to flee.  What is the main issue that this introduces and that Socrates takes up?

2. Socrates says that he wishes the many could do the greatest evil as Crito claims they can do when one falls out of their good opinion, for if they could, they could also do the greatest good.  Socrates says that they can do neither and whatever they do, it is by the result of chance. What does Socrates mean here?  What is the greatest good here versus the greatest evil?

3. What are the reasons / arguments that Crito puts forth for Socrates to escape?

4. If we fear the many and follow them instead of revering the one who has knowledge and wisdom and who really deserves our reverence and fear, what do we injure?  Explain Socrates’ analogy about corrupting the body. 

5. What is the good life equivalent to?

6. What is Socrates’ basic argument about why he cannot flee?  

7. What must Crito convince Socrates of in order to get him to escape?

8. What are the arguments “The Laws” put to Socrates?

9. Summarize the 3 ways one who disobeys “The Laws”  is wrong.

10. Socrates could have chosen to be banished from the city of Athens for his punishment, instead he chose to stay and be put to death.  Why does this choice now make the idea of escaping even worse, according to the Laws?

11. How will Socrates harm his children by escaping, and what will happen to his children in any case.  (Remember Crito’s original claims about this.)

12. Do you think Socrates is standing by his principles?  What would it do to his principles and everything he has stood for all his life if he were to run away?

The following are just some things to ponder:

· Do you think that it is a person’s obligation to do what he or she thinks is right? 

· Do you think there ever might be a conflict between doing what we think is right, what is right, and acting only because we are commanded to act in a certain way by the laws of our government?  

· If you are obligated to do what you think is right, assuming you have really tried to consider and deliberate what is right, and what you think is right breaks the law, then what are some of the implications involved in this dilemma?
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