APOLOGY:  Discussion questions and worksheet.  This is to provide discussion topics for your groups.  You are responsible for recording your own answers.  What is not discussed in class you should attempt on your own as homework.  You will turn this in attached to your next essay, take-home exam.

1. What is the point about the two sets of accusers.  Why do you think it is important to make the distinction?

2. Does Socrates do a good job of refuting the second set of accusers?  Who are they and who do they represent?

3. What are the charges against Socrates?  Does he successfully defend himself from the impiety charge by calling attention to Anaxagoras as the one who investigates the heavens and things beneath the earth, and calls the sun a stone instead of himself?  

4. Is Socrates’ story about the oracle at Delphi and his quest an example of piety or impiety or perhaps both in different senses?  What god presides over the oracle?

5. Why would it be impious for Socrates to abandon his quest?  Do you think this idea of piety corresponds with the traditional ideas of piety?  How could this be the fundamental problem of the disagreement?

6. Is there a new kind of belief system that Socrates seems to be promoting that goes against tradition?  Does this have something to do with the development of philosophy as seeking a rational principle of some sort?

7. Why can’t Socrates just stop talking to people and questioning them?  Is he doing what he feels and thinks is right, even if it is against tradition?   Does it have to do with giving something his best deliberation?  Does Socrates think he is providing a service to the state or the city?  What is it and why?

8. Why does Socrates make a distinction between the “men of Athens” and “Judges.”  How or on what basis does he make it?  Why do only those who vote for his acquittal deserve to be called “Judges”?

9. Discuss Socrates’ prophesy and admonition at the end of the dialogue.  Why is death not the worst thing that can happen?  What do you suppose the worst thing that can happen is for Socrates?  How is what Socrates is doing now comparable to his military service or his public service?

10. Did Socrates bring on his own demise?  In what sense did he and in what sense did he not do this?  Regarding his death, did he bring it on?  Regarding his “doing the right thing” did he bring on any kind of demise?  Who is bringing on their demise by sentencing Socrates to death?

11. Did Socrates die for nothing?

