Modern Philosophy:  

Four metaphysical philosophies

1. Duallism = two different kinds of reality exist (phenomena) physical and mental.  Rene Descartes (example) 1596-1650 (p. 64) sought an indubitable criterion for truth and knowledge.
i. Did not want to stand on the shoulders of authority.

ii. Can we separate knowledge from belief once and for all?

b. Skepticism: Descartes is not himself a skeptic, but he used skepticism as a kind of method to reach his goal of a criterion for true knowledge.

i. He doubted every possible thing trying to find something he could no longer doubt.

c. Conjectures: Dream conjecture and Evil Demon conjecture

i. Of course he knew these were way out there, but even in the face of such bizarre ideas, could he still find something he could not doubt?

d. Cogito Ergo Sum: to doubt that I am a thinking being is impossible because I have to think to doubt it.

e. Clear and distinct idea:  this  was his Cogito, and any idea that he could perceive as clear and distinct as this must also be as indubitable as his own existence.

f. God would not deceive us about the external world – he thinks this is as clear and distinct as his Cogito.  

g. God is one substance, but besides god, there are two, and this constitutes reality: 

i. the physical or material realm or substance that is extended in space.

1. Material things are subject to physical laws.

ii. the mind or mental real or substance that is characterized by thought and is not extended in space.

1. The mind can move the body (a material / physical thing)

2. Of course, this made the body (a material thing) also subject to mind which is not “physical laws.”

iii. Mind and matter are independent of each other.

h. This renders our common sense, dualistic view of reality that is generally accepted today, but it also creates a split between the mental and the physical that will produce problems later

i. How do material realities enter the mind if the two are independent?

ii. Modern philosophy struggles with this from an epistemological position.  Metaphysics now will be always epistemology first – how do we know?
2. Materialism = only the physical exists: Thomas Hobbes (example) – 1588-1679 (p. 72)  All things are made of particles (matter)

a. All change reduces to motion (matter in motion)

i. Therefore, all that exists is bodies in motion.

b. But what about thoughts, emotions, will?  Are these just particles in motion?

c. Note: Hobbes is also a political philosopher: he divides bodies (and Philosophy – natural vs. civil)  into two sorts:

i. Physical (which will have to do with metaphysics or natural Philosophy.)

ii. Political  (which will have to do with Political or Civil Philosophy)

d. Perception is the fundamental mental activity and this is just matter in motion.
i. Phantasm: Motion in the external world causes motion within us.

ii. We experience this “phantasm” as external objects that have properties, but the properties do not really exist in the objects.

1. They are only “how” the objects seem to us.

2. Reality (what is out there) is the motions, and these cause our “seemings.”

3. The internal motion is “Perception.”

e. Imagination and memory: this is the remainder or remnants of the motion within us.

f. Thinking: a series of perceptions

g. Reasoning: we can reason because we can for names or words that designate our perceptions

h. Voluntary Acts (endeavors): These are movements within the body that begin inside or internally.  They are caused by the perceptions.

i. Endeavoring toward something is “desire.”

ii. Endeavoring away from something is “aversion.”

iii. Alternation between desire and aversion is “deliberation.”

iv. Will is the last desire or aversion that remains from a deliberation.
3. Neutralism = What exists is neither mental nor physical or it is both reality itself is neutral, and mental and physical are different ways to look at it.  Spinoza (example) 1632-1677 (p. 74)
a. Spinoza says there is only one substance, and this is God.  God is substance (note that Descartes said that besides God there were two substances, mental and physical) 

i. Spinoza is considered a pantheist: God is all – all that is, is God.

ii. Thought and extension (mental and physical) are aspects or attributes of the one substance.

iii. There is no split therefore between mental reality and physical, mind and body.

b. Remember, God is the substance, so God is the infinite substance.

i. Infinite substance must have an infinite number of attributes, but we are only able to know two of these: thought and extension.

ii. There is no mind-body problem therefore.
4. Idealism: Only the mental exists  Berkeley (example) – 1685-1753 (p. 76):  Denial of the existence of matter.
a. First: representative realism of John Locke (1632-1704)  
i. Locke, Berkeley, Hume are the British Empiricists: Empiricism says that all knowledge originates in sensory experience.  

1. Note: It is possible to maintain that only the mental exists and still to say that all knowledge originates in sense experience because what we know is possibly precisely what our sensations divulge to us.

ii. Locke: Thought all our ideas come from experience.

1. Our mind is a blank slate, and there is nothing in the intellect that was not first in the senses.

2. What we experience are imprints made upon our blank slate.  These are the impingements of external objects on our senses.
3. These are relayed to the mind as ideas.

iii. Primary v. Secondary qualities: 

1. Primary qualities exist in the objects themselves

2. Secondary qualities do not, they are within us – subjective ideas.

a. size, shape, weight

b. color, smell, softness

3. Primary qualities accurately represent the object to us as ideas through our sensory apparatus.

4. The secondary qualities may be occasioned by the object, but they really reside inside us.

iv. This theory is called “representative realism.”

b. Berkeley: Says we do not directly experience the object – only representations of it – so how do we know if our ideas are accurate representations of the sensory world?

i. Problem: based on Locke’s representative realism: we cannot really know anything “out there.”

ii. This is the famous “mind-body” split problem.

iii. All we have are groups or clusters of ideas.  These ideas are what is perceived in the mind, and therefore they only can be sure to exist in the mind.

c. To be is to be perceived: this is the conclusion that we are pushed to.  So now what if everyone closes eyes at the same time, does reality disappear?

i. Berkeley says that even if everyone looked away, God would still perceive, so God holds everything in existence by his perception.

ii. Just because what we know are clusters of ideas, this does not mean that we need to doubt their existence (we do not doubt pain, which is also an idea.)

iii. The physical world can be distinguished from a dream world because dream objects do not behave like real objects, they are chaotic, random, and can change from one thing to another: reality does not behave this way.

5. David Hume: 1711-1776: Skepticism in epistemology.  He is an empiricist: all  ideas come from experience.  See page 89 for Hume’s 4 assumptions – board.

6. Quarter experiment: Our observations of something change but the thing itself does not, so what we observe must not be the quarter.
a. All we observer are our sense impressions

b. Sense impressions change, but you believe that the object exists, therefore, your belief or claim is a causal inference from your observations or impressions.

c. The best we can say is that we “infer” that the quarter causes our impressions, but we cannot establish that there is a necessary connection between the impressions we have and the actual object, so how can you justify your belief that it actually exists?

d. If the most you can know are perceptions, then you cannot factually establish a causal relation between your perceptions and the thing itself.  There is only such a relation between your own percelptions.

e. The self is only something to which our impressions are referred.  We do not actually have an impression of the Self – an entity that is invariably the same through life, so we cannot have an idea of the self at all- only clusters of impressions.

f. Cause and Effect: our experience does not give us any necessary connection between cause and effect.

i. We only experience a nearness in space or a succession in time – an awareness of these “nearnesses.”  

ii. There are really only discrete instances, and we collect or re-collect something like a constant conjunction of similar things in our past experience.

iii. Necessity is only something in the mind, not in the objects themselves.

iv. Even if we were to perceive a constant conjunction, there is no guarantee that the conjunction will occur next time.

v. The result of Hume’s investigations is total skepticism.

7. Immanuel Kant: 1724-1804 Hume’s  investigations troubled Kant.  He thought that Hume “woke him from his dogmatic slumber.”  Kant took what Hume said seriously, if others did not.

a. On the other hand though, Kant did believe that certain knowledge does exist.  How could he show this.

i. Kant said that the mind had ordering principles.

ii. “All knowledge may begin with experience, but that does not mean that all knowledge therefore arises form experience.”  This is very difficult to understand, but it is one of the first things he says in his Critique of Pure Reason.

iii. The Copernican revolution”  Like Copernicus said that the earth and planets circle the sun instead of vice versa, so Kant thinks that we structure reality that comes to us as sensory data.
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