Recap and Introduction to Plato 

Review: What have we learned? What are the major concepts? How can we relate these ideas? How will they apply to Plato?

Plato - text references - pages 31- 36 "Theory of Forms"; pages 111-115 "Ethics"; pages 147-49 "Politics"; pages 376-382 excerpt from Republic: Simile of the Sun, Divide Line, Allegory of the Cave.

What concepts have we studied that are coming together in Plato?

Metaphysics / Ontology (theories of reality or of being) as cosmology:

Milesians: Searched for an Archē or principle of Physis (reality/beings becoming) that was a fundamental element (stuff/matter of some sort) as the source of the cosmos (universe as an ordered whole.)  Physis is a dynamic process of beings coming-to-be and passing away;  they linger before us in a kind of balance or equilibrium.

Three major concepts: 1) Form arising out of absolute formlessness, 2) A dynamic, internally cohesive process, 3) Balance of opposites (Anaximander).

Heraclitus: Panta Rhei emphasizes flux and multiplicity of a dynamic process that is internally cohesive.  All unity is a unity within change called Logos and symbolized by fire.  There is a balance of opposites that humans see and name in reality that is one in the Logos.

Three major concepts: 1) Panta Rhei, 2) Unity in chanage (Logos), 3) Balance of opposites

Parmenides: Two absolute opposites are proposed, but we end up with only one underlying reality - Absolute Being.  Absolute non-being can never be said to 'be" in any sense, it "nots." Absolute non-being is un-thinkable, and this is shown through reason or logic.  It is the first formulation of a principle of non-contradiction.  The characteristics of Being that reasonably result from this yield paradoxes for our experience of reality as flux and change (beings becoming), but a first principle based on unity makes more sense than a first principle based on absolute non-being or radical multiplicity (Zeno).

Three Major Concepts: 1) Being alone is thinkable, 2) Being is the true underlying reality, 3) Appearances of flux and multiplicity in experience are paradoxical and relatively illusory manifestations.

Pythagoras: The One (monad) is the fundamental principle of all that is (reality) and so reality manifests as number and the elements of number (odd-even; one-many; limit-unlimited).  All number is formed from the One, which is the male principle of limit.  The dyad is the female principle of multiplicity and unlimited-ness.  Unity or the One harnesses multiplicity forming a balance that is the very manifestation of forms in reality.  Number is really manifest in Physis or reality, not an abstract quantification or representation.

Three Major Concepts: 1) Monad and elements of number are principles of reality, 2) Number is really manifest in Physis or reality, 3) Math and music lead to a balance and perfection of the soul.

We can begin a table of comparisons based on these ideas:

Formlessness
Form

Elemental stuff / material source
Form

Dynamic internally cohesive process
Being as non-procedural (Parmenides' paradoxical characteristics based on reason)

Panta Rhei (flux and flow)
Being as wholly unique, steadfast, ungenerated, and imperishable.

Absolute Non Being
Absolute Being

Becoming
Being

Many / multiplicity
Oneness / unity

Dyad / Evenness
Monad / Oddness

Beings becoming 
Being in an absolute sense

Not eternal / ever changing
Eternal and unchanging

Apprehended by senses (vision)
Apprehended by reason (intellect)

Opinion with no true knowledge
Knowledge

The many things participating in forms
The forms themselves

The visible realm of senses
The invisible realm of intellect

The many (examples) of good things
Goodness itself as a first principle

Mindwalk: In addition to these early cosmological problems, our film study of Mindwalk has brought up issues about our own cosmological views.

Three Comparable Issues: 

1) Is reality better seen upon a mechanistic view as an object or as a dynamic, organic ecosystem?

2) Can we account for matter at the sub-atomic level the same way we do on the level of our normal experience? Remember: as Sophia said, electrons are at best probability patterns that converge at a point of measurement.

3) Is light a wave or a particle, or both and neither?

It seems that similar issues of the one and the many, matter and form, being and non-being, matter and energy plague use even today.

Introduction to Plato

The text: p. 31 says: 'Plato's conception of reality is encapsulated in what is known as the Theory of Forms.'
This means: Plato's metaphysics (theory of reality) has to do with a conception of Forms.  This is demonstrated most famously in our reading from the Republic on:

1) The Simile of the Sun
(Simile: a figure of speech comparing two unlike things that is often introduced by like or as (as in cheeks like roses) -- compare metaphor: a figure of speech in which a word or phrase literally denoting one kind of object or idea is used in place of another to suggest a likeness or analogy between them (as in drowning in money); broadly : figurative language 

2) The Divided Line 

3) The Allegory of the Cave  (Allegory: the expression by means of symbolic fictional figures and actions of truths or generalizations about human existence; also : an instance (as in a story or painting) of such expression

In addition - Epistemology: This section also gives an account of knowledge, and so is both a kind of metaphysics and epistemology together.

In addition - The Good: 

1) The greatest, most supreme Form that Socrates cannot talk about is Goodness itself.  

2) This is the highest point of the Divided Line that surpasses even being itself in power and dignity.  

3) The Allegory of the Cave compares the light of the sun at the mouth of the cave to the radiance of the Good.  

Timaeus and Cosmology: Plato wrote a dialogue called Timaeus, and the main speaker is Timaeus, the astronomer.  It is a cosmological account of reality based in mythos.  Some relevant threads from this include:

First then, in my judgment, we must make a distinction and ask: What is that which always is and has no becoming, and what is that which is always becoming and never is?  [27d-3]
1) Timaeus' question sets up a comparison becoming and Being.  

a) Being is apprehended by reason and the intellect, and it is eternal and unchanging

b) Becoming is apprehended by the senses and opinion is always changing.

That which is apprehended by intelligence and reason is always in the same state, but that which is conceived by opinion with the help of sensation and without reason is always in a process of becoming and perishing and never really is.  [28]
2) The universe was ordered, we cannot inquire into the ultimate cause of the whole because this is beyond us (beyond thought: this is like that which is unthinkable, but we can ask after which pattern it was fashioned
a) Though it is impossible to objectively speak about the origins of the cosmos, the attempt is made in mythos, so 

b) the claim is made about where the creator must have looked for a pattern or model for a perfect creation.

The work of the creator, whenever he looks to the unchangeable and fashions the form and nature of his work after an unchangeable pattern, must necessarily be made fair and perfect, but when he looks to the created only and uses a created pattern, it is not fair or perfect.

3) Golden Section: another idea from Timaeus to remember: In order to from a perfect union between matter and soul, a perfect proportion is used over and over so that we have the most perfect fusion of the world soul.  The golden mean (section) is the model for the perfect fusion of matter and soul in this cosmology.  (Influenced highly by Pythagoras)

a) Remember the pentagram from the film and the proportions inherent in it: Draw the divided line and demonstrate.

Socrates is another resource to pull in.  What kind of distinctions did Socrates make?

1) The opinion of the many is no true knowledge vs. the one who knows (Crito)  

a) Don't worry about the opinion of the many, which is only subject to pure chance.  

b) Crito must replace Socrates' principles if he wants him to flee.

c) Compare: Meg and More in the tower - otherwise, Socrates will be returning and injustice with an injustice and hurting the state, the laws, the citizens i.e., corrupting the youth by fleeing.

2) Euthyphro brings his own father to court for murder, but Socrates tries to stop him by showing him he does not really know what piety is and he may be damaging his own soul.

a) Euthyphro cannot give the right kind of definition to Socrates - he keeps giving examples, but examples change over time and are thus opinion - so what is the essence of piety?

b) The path to knowledge is self-examination.  This should be done in dialogue among the citizens in the public square, not carried on in court where men's lives hang in the lurch.

c) To do this in court is to misuse the court, corrupt the laws, and possibly commit murder.  It corrupts the youth, the citizens, and the state.

d) It is a travesty of justice.

What unfolds in our reading from the Republic?
1) The Simile of the Sun: Socrates cannot speak directly of the Good, it is so great and beyond his knowledge, so he speaks of a comparison, the offspring of the good, or the Sun. 

a) This will take us in a direction that compares the knowledge of things in the world based on vision and the senses to knowledge of goodness attained through a process of examination and self-examination (dialectic.)

2) The Divided Line: is next step.  Page 378 should have 2 more divisions in the diagram.  This is based on the golden section.

a) Here we have an increase in degrees of truth and reality as we mount upward through knowledge and dialectic toward a vision of the Good as a first principle that floods the soul and all being with its light.

3) Allegory of the Cave: to further explain this process Plato gives us a story.  Here we see the struggle of the escaping student becoming enlightened.  He escapes to the realm of the sun.

a) The cave story is offset so that we, in our human experience, are able to see both ends - the cave bottom in the realm of shadows and opinion, and the enlightened realm of the sun. 

b) We are expected to extrapolate and imagine the vision of the Good that infuses the just soul based on the cave story.

Focus group today: Simile of the Sun exercises.  

Part 1: take 10 minutes to fill out part 1 yourselves.

Part 2: group discussion of the four questions: read them

Thursday we will continue with the divided line and the allegory of the cave.
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