Anaximander

 Anaximander’s fragment:

The Apeiron is the origin of existing things; further, the source from which existing things derive their existence is also that to which they return at their destruction, according to Necessity; for they give justice and make reparation to one another for their injustice, according to the arrangement of Time.

Note:

· The Phenomenon [That which shows itself in itself or manifests] we are examining is Physis [coming-to-be, lingering or abiding, and passing-away of Beings.]

· That which is revealed, disclosed, taken out of hidden-ness (lethe) in this phenomenon (process of physis) is Truth understood as Aletheia (Greeks).

Anaximander:  The fundamental principle or arche (primary and ultimate reality of all things – Physis) is the Apeiron (the unlimited infinite.)

Introduction:

· Apeiron = “A” or lacking a “peras” limit:  (Perimeter: the measuring of the boundary comes from “peras.”)

· Hence, Apeiron is that which lacks a limit.

· It has no internal or external limit, it is qualitatively and quantitatively unlimited.  

· Is spatially unlimited.  

· It is not like air or water, which has a limit.  

· It is totally undetermined or indeterminate.

· It is therefore formless.  It is formlessness.

· The Apeiron is called:

· Everlasting

· Ageless

· Immortal

· Indestructible

· It is the source of beings which have form, which are individuals / individuated, but itself does not have the character of any being.

· It is the formless ground of beings (beings have forms.) 

· The apeiron grounds all beings.  

· All beings emerge out of the apeiron.

· Beings emerge, and in the process of emerging, they take form.

· Another way to say this is that beings have form or they come to be as form.

· The Aperion itself, as the ground of beings, is also the ground of form, so it cannot be or have form. 

· Thus we can characterize the coming to be of beings also as emergence out of formlessness, into form, and then returning again to formlessness.

· For Anaximander, beings come forth and pass away into the apeiron.  In doing so they come into form out of this primordial principle, which must itself be formless because it is the principle, ground, source, sustainer of form.

· The Apeiron itself does not have a principle or goal, but it is the principle or arche as source and sustainer

· It is ungenerated and imperishable, and so it is itself the principle of all things.

· When beings emerge from the apeiron it happens according to the emergence of 2 pairs of opposites:  Moist – dry, Hot – cold.

· All the element-opposites and therefore beings or things composed of these, have their source in the Apeiron and return to the apeiron.

· Opposites derive or separate from this one principle by eternal movement.

· So world order involves a separation of opposites out of the Apeiron which gives the generation of individual beings out of the elemental opposites.

· Opposites are held in a tension which in a sense “balances” them.  This is what allows them to manifest, emerge out of hiddenness, be disclosed.

· This tension or balance is Necessity, and it is seen on the scheme of Justice.

· Necessity is the balance of justice and injustice wherein the process is to “give justice and make reparation to one another for their injustice”

· For Example:  If a being emerges from the Apeiron, it is somehow constituted in that very emerging from the formless indeterminate, and it shows itself (manifests, comes to presence, reveals itself) as a being that has form (is determined, has individuation), that is, it is individual – it individuates out of formlessness, and what keeps it in this lingering presence is a tension of opposites.

· This tension is understood on the scheme of justice and injustice, for moist and dry; hot and cold make recompense to each other to the extent that one overcomes or encroaches upon the other.

· Justice is not some kind of negative, cosmic sin such that when beings come to be and pass away they violate justice.  

· There is no idea of a cosmic fall in Greek thought.

What do we mean by individuation into form out of the formlessness of the Apeiron?

· If something has form, it has a determined shape – a boundary of some kind.

· We can see that Form is based on being sighted beings (or perhaps also tactile).  The Greeks thought that sight was the most precious sense (Aristotle).

· The Apeiron is not bounded, it is therefore the formless, yet it serves as a ground for beings becoming, and beings have form.

· It is the source of beings, but itself is not in such a way as to be like beings – individuated and with form.

NECESSITY

· This balance of opposites (Justice as opposites paying recompense to each other for their injustices) is NECESSITY.

· The opposites hot – cold and moist – dry will later be characterized as Earth, Air, Fire, Water.

· When one opposite dominates this is INJUSTICE.

· If Injustice (imbalance, domination of one opposite) continues and predominates, this would result in the destruction of the others, and therefore of the whole.

· Justice is then a harmony or harmonization – a balance-oriented movement.

· The reparation of justice and injustice is the scheme of Justice and this tension is by Necessity or else all would collapse into the formlessness of the Apeiron.  (Perhaps this can be likened to what Cosmogonic Myth called Chaos.)

· No state (hot – cold) (moist – dry) is substantial.  What we would later call substance then, for Anaximander, is instead a tension of opposites.  Only in and through this tension can individuation occur.

· There is something different happening when we reflect on Thales who singled out the determinate element water, or as we shall see, Anaximenes who singled out an element, air, which is the most indeterminate element.

· We will see that Anaximenes tries to reintroduce the dynamic process within the framework of an elemental principle by the forces of condensation and rarefaction.

· By this idea he gets determined elements of earth and water.  These are the first beginnings of our idea of substance as matter.

TIME

· This continuous flow (Physis) is seen as TIME, and so this process occurs “according to the arrangement of Time.”

· Time here, as we investigated earlier, is more than a measurement of past-present-future, not merely an aspect of reality, it is a fundamental cosmic force.

· It is the process of reality – flowing of formlessness into form and back to formlessness.

· The Apeiron is the undetermined infinite on the order of Time rather than Space.

· It is formless, whereas space would imply form

· Either form in a negative sense:  as in limited by a thing 

· Or in a positive sense as limited itself, somehow bounded – space is not the order upon which to think the Apeiron.

· There is never a time when things were not.  The power of the Apeiron as a motion, is eternal in the sense that it is this whole balance-process of physis.

· Though no individual form is substantial or lasting, the individuation process is eternal – it has no cause outside itself.

· The world-process as opposition is seen as necessary – it is beginningless and endless, so the movement: opposition-change-becoming (Time) is Necessary.

· Time is the “arrangement” of the movement, and so it is the manifestation of the Apeiron.

· Time is more than the sum of moments; it is the mysterious source and return of the flow.  It is what grounds or allows moments and measurement in the world.

· Time does not pass away, it IS or its Being is AS a passage of moments.  It grounds this possibility.  It allows moments (also a type of individuation) and so time is not outside change, it fundamentally IS change.
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