Spring Break Assignment on "Mindwalk"

You must use your notes from the film and your own ability to think about the issues presented in the film to bring your own personal contributions to the table when you work on your group assignment.  I will expect you to compare some of the ideas in the film to the following pre-Socratic philosophers: Thales, Anaximenes, Anaximander, and Heraclitus.

I expect you to type up your personal notes and turn in a copy at the time your group's paper is read in class.  In order to help you to prepare for the project on "Mindwalk," and give you some ideas, I have suggested some sites to visit and items to read, below.  Ideally, you should peruse the "Contents" sections and then read through these brief introductions.  This will provide background knowledge and perspectives for thinking when organizing your thoughts and ideas about the movie "Mindwalk."  

Think about what is being said in the movie and in these books, take notes on your pondering of the issues, and bring your notes to class to use in your group when we return from Spring Break.  I will collect each student's notes along with the group paper, when the papers are presented in class.  You will receive a maximum of 25 points based on the personal contribution to the group project, as I can determine this from your personal notes.  

Please note: in order to receive full credit for your personal contribution it is only necessary to show the extent to which you have personally contributed to the group.  This is possible from watching the film, thinking diligently about the ideas presented, and taking good notes.  You will not be penalized for not having computer access, but the computer assignment might help you to congeal your thoughts and broaden your understanding. 

Links 1 - 6 will bring you to a page where you can look inside the book indicated on Amazon.com.

1. From Myth and Philosophy: A Contest of Truths by Lawrence Hatab, please read “A Phenomenological Analysis of Myth” through the section on Culture, page 21. (<Click here> ) 

2. From The Myths We Live By , by Mary Midgley, please read through page 6.  Note: This gives an interesting interpretation of how myth continues to operate within our consciousness today.  It gives a little different perspective on myth from the discussion of myth in the notes. Although it does not contradict the information on cosmogonic myth, it adds insight on how myth in general works within consciousness and society.  It raises the question about how science now operates for us in a "mythic" way so as to inform and structure our thought processes and worldview.

To review the discussions of myth in the online notes:  {[(<click here>)"Introduction"] & [(<click here>) "Detail: Philosophy of Myth"] for documents at website discussing myth and mythos.} To bring up the book by Mary Midgley on Amazon, click this link (<click here>) 
3. From The Spell of the Sensuous by David Abram, please read the section on "The Ecology of Magic" through page 9.  This will just give you a little more background and perspective on the issues of myth, worldviews, and perspectives through which we organize our experience and our knowledge. ( <click here> ) 

4. From The Tao of Physics by Fritjof Capra, please read: “Modern Physics – A Path with A Heart” through page 19. (<click here> ) 

5. From The Web of Life by Fritjof Capra, please read part 1:  “Deep Ecology – A New Paradigm” through to page 6.  ( <click here> )

6. From The Turning Point by Fritjof Capra, please read: “The Turning of the Tide.”  ( <click here> )

7. This article discusses systems thinking, which is the theme of the movie “Mindwalk.”  http://www.mollyyoungbrown.com/systems_thinking.htm
8. For some interesting opinions and write-ups on the movie “Mindwalk” see this link:  http://www.ed.psu.edu/insys/ESD/systems/mindwalk/menu.html
As an aside: If you are interested in a history of the European Enlightenment, this is a good link:

http://www.wsu.edu:8000/~dee/

 

