Exam # 1 (Pre-Socratics and basic Concepts) – Instructions: Please create an answer sheet with the numbers of the questions listed and the answers next to them.  You may leave room for your short answers on the answer sheet or you may attach another page with the short answers.  Please do not print this out and record the answers on the exam.  When students do this the answers are in various creative places, and this makes the exam hard to grade.  PLEASE USE AN ANSWER SHEET that is numbered correctly and appropriately to the exam.

Part 1: True or False AND Explanation.  Points for each as indicated (Total for questions 1-6 = 24 points possible.)
1. Understanding “Arche” correctly in terms of cause, one should focus on the point of origin and the creation of a causal chain of events following, as a chain reaction.  The correct emphasis here would be cause as “efficient cause” and would signify a single point of origin from which the rest of reality followed sequentially, in a linear fashion.   (True or False for 2 points)

2. Explanation of you answer to question 1 (Worth 6 points)

3. For most of the pre-Socratic philosophers the concept of “physis” is best seen as a dynamic process.   (True or False for 2 points)

4. Explanation of your answer to question 3 must be demonstrated by using either one of the Milesian Philosophers or else Heraclitus.  (Worth 6 points)

5. It is anachronistic to say that Thales’ answer that the principle of the universe (his “world-forming stuff” or Arche) was a wrong answer.  (True or False)

6. Explanation must include the following points; 1) the relevance of the liquid state of water, 2) The worldview at the time of Thales 3) ideas about the importance of water to life.

Real Multiple Choices: Some questions have multiple answers, others may not. Pick all correct answers for each question.  If you guess too many, incorrect answers, don’t guess enough of the correct answers or answer incorrectly, it will count against you.  There are 76 possible points on this part of the exam.  Added to the essay part, makes a total of 100 possible points for exam 1.  You may work on this over the break, but it will not be due until we are done with the pre-Socratics.  You will have at least one weekend after returning from break before this is due so you can finish working on it.  I advise that when you are done, you attempt to take the exam without referring to any notes to gauge your retention and assess what you are still unsure of.

Real Multiple Choice questions #’s 1- 15
1) Which of the following could be considered part of the branch of philosophy that questions the nature of being?

a) Epistemology
b) Metaphysics  

  c)  Skepticism

d)  Logic

e)  Ontology
f) Cosmology 

2) Which of the following philosophers is / are known as “Milesian” philosophers?

a) Thales

b) Anaximander

c)  Pythagoras
   d) Heraclitus
   e)  Anaxagoras
   f) Anaximenes

3) Which of these philosophers thought that the principle of reality or “physis” was air?

a) Anaximander
b)  Pythagoras
c)  Anaximenes
   d)  Heraclitus

e)  Thales
f) Anaxagoras

4) The atomist philosophers were:
a) Anaxagoras
b) Heraclitus
c)  Empedocles

d) Parmenides
e)  Leucippus
f) Democritus


5) What is true about the Greek term “physis”?

a) It gave us English terms like “physical.” 

d) It was translated to Latin as “nature.”

b) It is the Greek term for “truth.”
 

e) It comes from the Greek meaning “birth.”

c) It concerns the “coming-to-be of beings
 
 f) It concerns the passing away of beings.

6) Which of the following terms were used to specifically define the Greek term “Arche” as provided in this class?  

a) Water
b) Rule     c) Apeiron
d)  Source
e)  Air
f) Origin
     g)  Birth
h)  Physis
i)  Sustenance

7) To say Thales’ principle of reality as water is wrong would be a(n) ___________ statement.

a) Correct
 
b) Metaphysical

c)  Anachronistic

d) Epistemological 
e) Skeptical

8) The word “phenomenon” comes from the Greek word that meant

a) To become  
  b)  To question 

c)  To perish     

d)  To Shine 
e)  None of these

9) The branch of philosophy that investigates problems concerning knowledge is:

a) Epistemology 

b)  Metaphysics

c)  Ontology
d)  Ethics
e)  Logic

10) A person who questions or suspends judgment on the very possibility of knowledge is called:

a) An epistemologist     b)  A metaphysician      c)  A theologian

d)  A  skeptic
e)  None of these

11) The Apeiron is 

a) The boundless infinite.

b) That from which beings come into being and that to which beings return at their destruction.

c) The formless source of all that comes to be in reality.  

d) The formless source of all form.

12) Anaximander 

a) Thought that reality manifested as forms individuating out of the Apeiron

b) Thought that reality was a tension of opposites such as hot and cold, and moist and dry

c) Spoke of opposites making recompense to each other for their injustice to each other.

d) Saw reality as a process of beings individuating out of the formless into form.

13) Heraclitus

a) Claimed that Being was the only possible way for understanding.

b) Spoke of a Unity-within-change called Logos

c) Thought the fundamental stuff of reality was water

d) Thought that there was a dynamic balance of opposites within physis

e) Never spoke of Unity but insisted that change was all there was.

f) Thought that Earth symbolized the unity of the Logos and Fire symbolized the flow of all reality in change.

g) Thought that Fire symbolized the unity of the Logos and Water symbolized the flow of all reality in change.

14) Heraclitus uses what kind of imagery?

a) Sky (air) and Earth (substance)

d)  River (flux) and  Fire (unity)

b) River (shapelessness) and Sky (unity)
e)  Earth (substance) and Water (ocean)

c) Sky (air) and Fire (flame)


 f)  Earth (Unity) and Fire (change)

15) Which of the following philosophers is / are Pre-Socratics?

a) Plato

c)  Aristotle

e)  Pythagoras

g) Thales
i)  Parmenides

b) Anaximander
d)  Anaximenes

f)   Socrates

h)  Heraclitus
 

True or false (One point each)

16) Chaos originally meant “confusion” in Greek.

17) It is correct to understand myth as a fictional account of that which otherwise would be understood in terms of science, but for the lack of scientific understanding of primitive people.

18) Thales may have chosen water for his principle because it is shapeless on its own.

19) According to Aristotle, Anaximander was the first philosopher.

20) Pythagoreans thought that number represented images of real things, but it was not actually manifested in reality.

21) Ancient metaphysics takes the form of an epistemology.

22) Cosmos means the universe understood as an ordered whole.

23) The Pythagoreans valued mathematics and music as ways to purify the soul.

24) For Pythagoreans, the Monad was a feminine principle of oddness and the Dyad was a masculine principle that was the principle of evenness.

25) Parmenides thought that you could think in two possible ways, either Absolute Being or Absolute Non-Being, but never both at the same time because that would be a contradiction.

26) For atomists, the smallest particles were divisible to an infinite degree.

27) Anaximander thought Justice provided for the balance of opposites by Necessity, and that without this balance;, all would slip back into the Apeiron and be destroyed.

28) “Panta Rhei” means “everything flows” in Greek.

29) According to Parmenides we could say: “Is is and is-not is not. Further, Not-is cannot Be and Being cannot not Be.”

30) According to Parmenides, the only way Absolute Being could be generated is if it either came from Non-Being or Being, but if it comes from Being, it already is and if it comes from Non-Being, it would be limited by Non-Being.  Further, there is no reason that anything would prompt it to become at all out of Non-Being, therefore Absolute Being is not generated, nor does it perish, but always is.

31) Zeno is famous for his paradoxes that try to show that Parmenides’ theory made more sense than it’s opposite.

32) Athens and other Greek city-states had been plagued by war prior to as well as during the time of Socrates.

33) An ancient Athenian ran 140 miles to Sparta in 2 days for help, and this inspired our modern-day marathon.

34) Cleisthenes was exiled from Athens and then asked to come back again.

35) A main difference between pluralists and atomists is that pluralists thought that particles were indivisible.

36) Empedocles was an atomist, and he thought that love and strife caused the indivisible particles to move.

37) A teleological thinker is someone who thinks in terms of ends or goals.

38) Modern consciousness would be considered more dimensionally compact that ancient consciousness.

39) It makes sense that Aristotle, being a teleological thinker who sought natural causes, might have thought that Thales’ principle of water differentiated him from mythic thinkers like Hesiod and so made him the first philosopher.

40) Strictly speaking, only humans and other animals that can actually be born should be considered part of physis.

Matching (There is only one good match, pick the best one.  One point each)
41) Philosophy begins in wonder

A) Principle: origin, source, rule, sustenance

42) Physis



B) Moral Philosophy

43) Ethics



C) Philosophy of Art and Beauty

44) Greek word for truth


D) Study of how we know or theory of knowledge

45) Arche



E) Reality: Coming to be and passing away

46) Cosmos



F) Literally: the generation of the cosmos

47) Chaos



G) The universe as an ordered whole

48) Myth



H) The abyss or gap, originally

49) Cosmogony



I) Literally: the study of the cosmos, it is a branch of

systematic philosophy dealing with the character of the   universe and the nature and relation of its parts.

50) Cosmology



J) Not to be understood as inadequate science.

51) Epistemology


K) Plato said it

52) Aesthetics



L) Aletheia

53) Ontology



M) Literally, the study of ends or goals

54) Teleology



N) Another word for « metaphysics » literally means the « study of being. »
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