Vocabulary and Concept List

1. Epistemology – Theory of knowledge, how do we know, what does it mean to know, can we know and if so, what are the basics structures of knowing.

2. Ethics or Moral Philosophy - Gk. Ēthos - character, custom, disposition, manners: What are the foundations of moral judgments? How do we understand and analyze “ought,” obligation, right, wrong, moral rules, responsibility, duty, etc.  What is “the morally good life,” what are excellence and virtue, and what is morality itself, what is it based upon?

3. Aesthetics - Philosophy of art and beauty.  Study of the beautiful and our attitudes, judgments, tastes and standards having to do with the beautiful.  From Gk.  Aisthetikōs: one who is perceptive of things through sensations, feelings, and intuition. 
4. Logic - The formal structures of reasoning.  Studying the rules for exact reasoning.  Gk.  Logikos: that which belongs to intelligent speech, well functioning, systematic, ordered reason.
5. Social Philosophy - Studies society and its institutions, especially the features of the ideal or best and just society.

6. Political Philosophy - Focuses on the institution of the state, its justification, organization, its ethics, structure, foundations, etc.

7. Metaphysics –: The branch of philosophy that deals with questions about reality or “being.”  An investigation into the ground of reality, being as such, as well as beings and becoming. It means “beyond physics” literally, but we must understand the Greek word “Physis” a little better.  For now, “things pertaining to nature” will do.  

· Questions about reality, being, beings, the process of nature understood in a coherent way, coming to be and passing away, seeks the “ground” of the process of reality.

· Tries to present a comprehensive, coherent, and consistent account of reality. 

· Tries to ground reality, that is, find out about “ultimate reality.”  Is there a cohesive unity of some sort within reality?

· Questions about the most general, persistent, pervasive characteristics of reality.

· Is there an underlying, self-sufficient principal, reason, source or cause of reality or all existence, and do all beings somehow depend on this ground somehow?

· How to account for the process of reality, nature (physis), beings-being, beings coming to be and passing away – is there a ground behind the process?  Is the ground held within the process itself – that is, is it self-grounding?

8. Ontology – Sometimes metaphysics is referred to as Ontology.  Gk. “Ont” - is a form of eînai, “be” + logos “study of” or the study of Being itself, its characteristics, asks the question “how about being?” and sometimes said to emphasize Being as a whole rather than beings and their characteristics.  But beings are “beings Being.”

9. Physis – Greek term for what we might call “reality.”  It gives us our term “physical,” but beware of modern day connotations.  It is translated into the Latin as “natura” which is related to “natus” – born, and we get our term “nature,” from this.  Reality then is the process of beings (all that is) viewed as a process of coming-to-be and passing, growth, birth (in a general sense, not just babies), change, becoming; this whole process – the phenomenon of beings coming-to-be and passing as it shows or reveals itself to us.  That which shows itself in this process or manifests in reality.  The emergence of reality out of the mysterious, formless, indefinite, unknowable.  

10. Chaos – originally means”gap,” “chasm,” or “abyss,” from Greek “Chainein” or “to gape,” also related to the Greek “Chaoun” meaning to utterly destroy.  The image is an abyss in which nothing is perceptible and where there is darkness and emptiness.  It has come to mean some kind of random disorder of things like the “random” movement particles.

11. Cosmos – is the universe conceived as an ordered whole, a harmonious system, as opposed to chaos.

12. Cosmology – A branch of systematic philosophy that deals with the character of the universe as a cosmos, especially the process of nature and the relation of all its parts.

13. Cosmogony – The origination, creation, coming-to-be of the cosmos, specifically as an ordered whole or system of some sort.  It is the ordered structure of reality and the account of this ordered structure in a systematic manner.

14. Principle: Latin: “principium” means beginning, origin, and basis.  Greek is “arché” which carries the meaning of beginning, origin, and rule. Arché is that from which all things come, and it is the source and sustainer of the cosmic process and order.  The principle or arche is the source, origin, and sustenance of all that comes to be.  Arche is the origin, source, sustenance, and rule that accounts for or grounds the process of physis.  Origin in the sense of beginning, but also in the sense of “source” that is the continuing origin and outflow (like a well and its spring) that sustains the process of physis which manifests as reality.  It also connotes the sense of origin as rule both as a principle that orders and that ordains as a ruler.

15. Phenomenon: (“Phenomena” is plural.)  Related to the Greek word for to show or to shine (phainesthai: to appear or phainein: to show or appear) – that which shows itself in itself and “shines forth” in presence.  As such, in our context, it is the occurring of reality or beings coming forth into presence.  As such it is that which is perceived.  It is the showing or shining forth of reality as it presents itself in physis.  It is that which shows itself in itself in the manifestation of reality or beings coming to be and passing away as they linger for a while in presence before us.

16. Myth: not the inept attempt at science, not a fiction or false story, not a lie, not an ignorant attempt to account for what they could not otherwise explain without modern science.  Myth is the exemplary, symbolic, narrative of origins. (See handout)

17. Aletheia: “unhidden” or “unconcealed” - the disclosure of what is.  Related to Physis, we can see that this is the disclosure of all that is as it manifests in reality – the showing forth of the phenomenon.  Compare our common understanding of “truth” which means something more like a correspondence between two things, a matching of two realities such that they are identical.  Also, the current idea of certitude and verification as of a fact is different from the idea of the “truth of disclosure” that is Aletheia.  (See handout)

18. Anachronistic / Anachronism: Taken or understood outside of its own time, hence misunderstood due to interpretation done through another, later temporal context.

